
From Rural Classrooms
to Digital Libraries
How Snapplify is Changing Lives in the Free State

Snapplify’s Transformative Solutions​
To address these challenges, Snapplify introduced a comprehensive digital solution tailored to the
needs of students, educators, and schools in the Free State.

Equal access for every student
Personalised digital accounts were created for
all learners, enabling seamless access to the
Engage eLibrary and other educational tools.

A wealth of resources
The eLibrary features an extensive collection
of digital textbooks, storybooks, and
supplementary materials to support literacy
and learning.

Streamlined resource management
A unified platform allowed teachers to
efficiently manage and share content, freeing
up time for meaningful teaching.

Enhanced engagement
With interactive tools and digital resources,
the platform encouraged active student
participation and improved classroom
engagement.

Key Challenges Before Snapplify

Students had no unified system to
access educational content, and many
rural schools lacked the infrastructure
to support digital learning.

In South Africa’s Free State province, barriers like outdated textbooks and limited access to libraries
once stood in the way of quality education. For many students, these challenges meant lost
opportunities. Today, the story is different. With the Engage eLibrary, students in every government
school now access a world of digital learning resources. This initiative isn’t just about technology—
it’s about transforming classrooms, empowering educators, and ensuring no child is left behind.

Before the introduction of Snapplify’s Engage eLibrary, the education landscape in the Free State
was fraught with challenges that disproportionately affected under-resourced schools.

These challenges prolonged imbalances in education, leaving many students without the tools they
needed to thrive.

Disjointed access to digital tools

With few libraries and little exposure
to engaging reading materials, literacy
levels remained low, and students
struggled to develop a love of learning.

Insufficient reading resources

Educators often had to rely on outdated
textbooks with minimal supplementary
materials, making it difficult to meet the
needs of every learner.

Limited access to diverse content

Teachers found it difficult to organise
and distribute resources effectively,
further impacting lesson quality.

Fragmented content management



Hands-on workshops empowered
teachers to make the most of the
platform’s features.

Comprehensive educator training
Every government school was equipped
with digital accounts, connecting
thousands of learners to vital resources.

Snapplify worked closely with the Free State Department of Education to ensure a seamless rollout.

Province-wide rollout

Schools were able to align the
platform’s resources with their
specific educational goals.

Tailored content offerings
The eLibrary was customised to include
additional tools, ensuring a rich and
adaptable learning experience.

Integration with third-party tools

The collaboration between the Free State Department of Education and Snapplify exemplifies the
transformative power of technology in education. By equipping schools with the Engage eLibrary,
the province has not only bridged existing gaps but also set a benchmark for digital education
across Africa. This initiative is creating a more inclusive, equitable learning environment and
empowering students to succeed in the classroom and beyond.

Implementation Highlights​

Snapplify’s dedicated team provided continuous assistance
to address challenges and ensure smooth adoption.

Ongoing support
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“Snapplify's commitment to enhancing quality through technology aligned with our
department's goals. The project promises to improve digital literacy, support diverse
learning and teaching styles, and provide equal access to quality educational materials
for all, irrespective of their location or background.”

Randall Pienaar
Acting Director, IT and Information Systems

Results and Impact
The Free State Department of Education’s partnership with Snapplify has yielded measurable
improvements.

Equitable access to resources
All students, regardless of location, now have
access to high-quality learning materials.

Strengthened literacy
Access to a variety of storybooks and reading
materials has cultivated a stronger culture of
reading among students.

Improved resource distribution
Teachers no longer struggle with inefficient,
manual systems for sharing content.

Integrated digital education
A centralised platform connects teachers
and students to interactive tools, fostering a
cohesive digital learning environment.


